2015 PARCUS MEDICAL USA FORMULA 16 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
Organizing Authorities:
United States Formula 16 Class Association
Hosted by:
Sarasota Youth Sailing and Sarasota Sailing Squadron
October 29 - November 1, 2015

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
1

2

RULES
The regatta is governed by the “rules” as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS). In the
event of a conflict between the NOR and these sailing instructions, the sailing instructions shall
prevail. This changes RRS 63.7
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS AND INFORMATION MEETINGS
2.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board, located on the Pavilion
north of the Sarasota Sailing Squadron Club house.
2.2 There will be a competitors’ meeting at 0930 on Oct 29 at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron
Pavilion

3

CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted not less than 60 minutes prior to the first
scheduled race on the day it will take effect, except that any change in the schedule of races
will be posted by 1800 on the day before it will take effect or within one hour after the Race
Committee (RC) signal boat docks, whichever is later.

4

SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
Signals made ashore will be displayed from the Sarasota Sailing Squadron flagpole.
When flag AP is displayed ashore, “1 minute” is replaced with “not less than 30 minutes” in
race signal AP. This changes race signals AP.

5

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
5.1
28 October
29 October

Registration
Wednesday From 1800 to 2000
Thursday
From 0800 to 0930

5.2
28 October
29 October
30 October
31 October
1 November

Dates of Racing
Wednesday 1500
Practice Races
Thursday
1130
Warning signal first race of Day 1
Friday
1100
Warning signal first race of Day 2
Saturday
1100
Warning signal first race of Day 3
Sunday
1030
Warning signal first race of Day 4

The race committee will attempt to run four (4) races each day, conditions permitting. There is
a maximum of sixteen (16) number of races.
Flag “A” displayed with no sound while boats are finishing means ‘No more racing today.’
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6

CLASS FLAGS AND INITIAL ORDER OF START
F16 Class: F16 Class insignia on a red flag.

7

RACING AREA
Racing will be held on the waters of Sarasota Bay, north of the Sarasota Sailing Squadron and on
the Gulf of Mexico, weather permitting.

8

THE COURSES
8.1 The diagrams in Attachment 1 show the courses, including the course designation number.
8.2 No later than the warning signal, the RC signal boat shall display on its starboard side the
designated course number on a placard and may display the approximate compass bearing
and distance of the first leg.
8.3 If Mark C (the gate) is a single mark, it shall be left to port.

9

MARKS
9.1 Marks A and CS/CP (the gate) will be orange tetrahedrons inflatable marks.
9.2 The offset mark will be a red inflatable ball.
9.3 New marks, as provided in instruction 11, will be yellow inflatable marks
9.4 The starting and finishing marks will be round inflatable marks, or an anchored boat displaying
a staff with an orange flag.

10 THE START
10.1 The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the signal boat and the
course side of the mark or the staff displaying an orange flag as described in instruction 9.4.
10.2 A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without
a hearing. This changes rule A4.
11 CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE
To change the position of the next mark, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move the
finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. When in a subsequent
change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark.
12 THE FINISH
The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the signal boat and the
course side of the mark or the staff displaying an orange flag as described in instruction 9.4.
13 TIME LIMITS
13.1 Time limits and target times are as follows:
Class

Race Target Time

Race Time Limit

Mark A Time Limit

All

45 minutes

90 minutes

30 minutes

If no boat has passed Mark A (the initial windward mark) within the Mark A time limit the race
will be abandoned. Failure to meet the target time will not be grounds for redress. This changes
rule 62.1.
13.2 Boats may be finished on the course at the discretion of the RC. The RC determines the
method and order of finishing. This changes RRS 32 & 35 and A4.
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14 PENALTY SYSTEM
The Two-turn penalty is replaced with the One-turn penalty. This changes rule 44.1.
15 PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS
15.1 Protest forms are available at the official protest room. Protests and requests for redress shall
be delivered there within the protest time limit.
15.2 The protest time limit is 60 minutes after the race committee boat docks after the last race of
the day or 1500, whichever is later. This changes rules 61.3 and 62.2.
15.3 Protest notices will be posted within 30 minutes of the protest time limit to inform competitors
of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will be held in the
protest room, inside the Sarasota Sailing Squadron Club House, beginning at the time
posted.
15.4 Protests by the RC or Protest Committee will be posted to inform boats under RRS 61.1(b).
15.5 Breaches of instructions 10.2, 13.2, 18 and 19 will not be grounds for a protest or a request
for redress by a boat. This changes rule 60.1. Penalties for these breaches may be less than
disqualification if the protest committee so decides.
15.6 On the last scheduled day of racing, a request to reopen a hearing shall be delivered (a) within
the protest time limit if the party requesting reopening was informed of the decision on the
previous day; or (b) no later than 30 minutes after the party requesting reopening was informed
of the decision on that day. This changes rule 66
15.7 On the last scheduled day of racing a request for redress based on a PC decision shall be
delivered no later than 30 minutes after the decision was posted. This changes RRS 62.2.
16 SCORING
16.1 Three (3) races are required to be completed to constitute a series.
16.2 When fewer than 5 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of
her race scores.
16.3 When from 5 to 10 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of
her race scores excluding her worst score.
16.4 When 11 or more races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her
race scores excluding her two worst scores.
17 SAFETY REGULATIONS
17.1 Before the start of the first race of the day, and after any postponement ashore, competitors
are requested to sail past the stern of the signal boat on starboard tack and hail their sail
numbers to check in.
17.2 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible.
17.3 Each competitor shall wear a PFD, properly secured at all times on the water, except for
brief periods while adding or removing clothing. Wet suits and inflatable PFDs do not
constitute adequate personal buoyancy. This changes RRS 40.
17.4 Sarasota Bay and New Pass Channel have multiple shallow areas. Use of NOAA chart
11425 for safe navigation is highly recommended.
18 REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR EQUIPMENT
18.1 Substitution of competitors beyond the final entry list will not be allowed without prior written
approval of the race committee.
18.2 Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will not be allowed unless authorized by the race
committee. Request for substitution shall be made to the committee at the first reasonable
opportunity.
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19 EQUIPMENT AND MEASUREMENT CHECKS
The top three boats of the day in each fleet and one random boat may be checked upon arrival
at the beach at the conclusion of racing each day for weight compliance. Checks may include
inspection of the sails. The Organizing Authority reserves the right to spot check any competing
boat or team at any time for compliance with class rules.
20 RADIO COMMUNICATION
Except in an emergency, a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor
receive radio communications not available to all boats. This restriction also applies to
mobile telephones.
21 AWARDS
21.1 Awards will be presented as follows:
• The winning team of the F16 Class event shall be the F16 National Champion.
• The winning team of the F18 Class event shall be the F18 Invitational Regatta Champion.
21.2 Awards will be presented at the Awards Ceremony after the conclusion of racing on the last
day of the event.
22 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See RRS 4, Decision to Race.
The organizing authority will not accept liability for material damage or personal injury or death
sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.
23 TRASH DISPOSAL
Trash may be placed aboard support or official boats.
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ATTACHMENT A

ILLUSTRATING THE COURSES
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